WONDERING AROUND BRIDGE
SIREET
1300 - 2025



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Introduction
 
How project started 
	
Carolyn Wheeler’s Farm
presentation
	
MTRHS class Interview

Acknowledge Traditions & Historic District
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Need A river to cross – No river – no Bridge – No Bridge Steet

Early buildings – Remember the “Brick Block” will become The Stebbins Block

Early businesses  Woods Mill (1780)
Childs Tannery



FIRST
BRIDGES

Covered Bridge
1821

David Jones - Essex Ma


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
log bridge, foot bridge ok for a while

 First attempt Failed – burned before completion
 
Key Event - First successful 1821



JOSEPH MERRILL TAVERN
1328

I°T VILLAGE POST OFFICE
1331

Moved Prior to building the Brick
Bank Block in 1871


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Merrill Tavern & first Post Office in Falls
 
Aka “Old Brick Tavern”  built by Joseph Merrill in 1828 and torn down in 1869(?)
 
1st Post office in Shelburne Falls 1831 – Jarvis Bardwell Postmaster 1844 to 1853
 
G. G. Merrill removed the tavern to Water Street, erected a heavy retaining wall on the riverbank – now the home to the VFW.
 
Post Office sold to Alfred Bowen and  “moved across the street” ???
	
Picture taken after 1870 (first iron bridge built 1870) but before 1871



BRIDGE STREET

1830 - 1839


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
1877 Map Buildings
 
1830 to 1840
 
Merrill Tavern 1830
 
Thayer/Haller 1837



RIVER POWER DRIVES
MANUFACTURING

1831 to 1852
* 1831 Morse Scythes

* 1841 R. Z. Pratt Waterwheel
builder

* 1842 Kellett Woolen Mill

e 1843 Lamson & Goodnow
Cutlery

* 1843 ]. Pratt Axe Factory

e 1852 Simonds Rake & Cradle
Shop

* 1852 Apple Pare & Gimlet
Factory

UNDER THE HILL


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
1840 - 1860 
River Power 
Drives Manufacturing (1831 to 1852)
Under the Hill – without this – no Shelburne Falls

Harnessing the River drives need for people to run Manufacturing
 
People  Services Shelter – a development cycle begins
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BRIDGE STREET

1840 - 1852


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Bridge Street Expands
 
 To meet service demands of expanding population
	
Wood-Hilman (1840) single story  
Davis’/Chapman (1850) 
Shelburne Falls House (1852)
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Progress at Shelburne
Falls 1852

* Population 1200 to 1500

* Post Office (1831)

* Academy Erected - 100 students

* Odd Fellows Lodge (50 members)

* Independent Order of Reehabites
(30 Members)

* Daily Stage to Greenfield and
North Adams

Shelburne House 1852

‘A large stone building, eighty feet long
| by sixty wide, three stories high, with a
busement, and commodious ell part, to be
occupied for a public house, is just being
completed. It contains a large number of
rooms, and is the most thorough built and
elegant house in Western Massachusetts,
and with the accomplished and experienced
Landlord who is to occupy it, cannot fail

to do a flourishing business.

Ao

one Axe Manuf’autory, by the well known ]
J. Pratt & Son—one Satinet Factory—one

new Steam Shop, where are manufactured

patent Apple Paring Machines—one Rake

Manufacturer—one Stocking Manufactur-
er—one Carriage Manufactory—two Cab-

inet Shops—one Public House—three Va-
riety Stores—two West India Goods and
Grocery Stores—one Drug and Medicine
Store—one Bookstore and Periodical De-
pot—two Watch and Jewelry Stores—one
Clothing and Hat and Cap Store—one
Boot, Shoe and Hat and Cap Store—three
Tailor’s Shops—two Stove and T'in Ware
Shops—one Printing Office—one Flour and
Grain Store—one Barber’s Shop—one Har-
ness Shop—one Daguerreian Saloon—one
Mechanical Engineer—one Meat Market—
two Painters, each employing a large num-
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ber of hands—three Boot and Shoe Ma-


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Banner
Vol I, No 1 published July 3, 1852 – only issue
 Primary Source
 Progress in Shelburne Falls	
Key date:  
Shelburne House completed 1852    Eighty feet Long. Most elegant house om Western MA



SHELBURNE FALLS HOUSE
Completed in 1852


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Shelburne Falls House
Ira Arms “Stone Tavern House”
 
Notes:
Ira Merrill & 3 brothers (Levi, Nathaniel, Soloman) built the “Hotel Block” in 1850
 
Stone quarried west of Creamery Ave, brought by Oxen to Band Hill.  Wheeled over on a trestle
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Davis’/Chapman Block

*  Known as Davis in 1850s
Patch studio located here in 1852
Pre-dates Baker Block


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Davis’ Block
(later Chapman Block)

Pre-dates Baker Block 
Patch studio located here in1852

Notes:
In MHC Dick Hollien commented that Patch’s studio was the first “commercial Photographic studio in the United States”.  Not true – many earlier in both Boston and New York.



Advertisments -The Banner 1852

AGUERREOTYPES,

. Taken in every style of the art, at the New

¢ Daguerreian Rooms,
- No. b Davis’ Block,
§ & Corner of Main and Bridge St'’s.
J.K.PATCH,
ARTIST,

‘Has recently fitted up a suite of Rooms for the
above busiuess_nand is now prepared to furnish su-
perior Photographic Likenesses, with all the latest
Improvements. e o

PICTURES OF CHILDREN taken in fair
“Mther, between the hours of 10 A. M.and 2 P.
M =y

Miniatures of deceased persons and mwbn’.l

4 taken when required. :
Dazuerreotypes copied, ndscapes taken in

B superior style. '
The citizens of Shelburne Falls and vicinity are

invited to visit his rooms and examine specimens.

an assortment of Cnses, Lockets, &e. &c.
m‘n from g’ A iu t;:ﬁl 8P M.
nstractions in the art
and apparatus furnished. e L

CHARLES WELLS,
DLALER 1N
Groceries, Fancy Goods, Pocket Cutlery,
Nuts and Coafectionery,
Continues 10 manufactore and keeps
on hand the celebrated

CREAM SODA,

Now g0 well known and 30 universally spproved
throughoot Western Massachusens. As a refresh-
ing and salubricus beverage, it incomparably sor-

pasees any oiber similar arficle ever olffered W the
Hl‘:luét;pnu Merrill's Hotel.

Located in 1812 Brick Block South side

NFW

\BOOT & SHOE STORE

In Davis' New Block, J

“THEE llihe bes:bucriber aﬂ'e::r fomk the lar-

an assormen! 1 »

Misses and Children’s Boots and Shoes, nm m

I'ﬁr T:!ein Wirﬁm Fll-;nkhn. wlhich will be sold at
the lowest prices. All persons in want of Bools

Shoes, will find it for their advanrage 1o call on =
) . E. H. STARK.

Located next to Merrill Tavern North Side


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Banner 1852
Business Advertisements
 Notes:
Location of Charles Wells in 1812 Brick Block
 
Post Office:  

“All persons indebted to this office for postage due July 1st, must pay same on or before the 6th inst., or their grist will remain in the mill unground.”
 



Lamson &
Goodnow

Moves to Buckland 1852
July 4, 1852, Celebration
* Held on top floor
* Before equipment

installed


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Lampson & Goodnow
 
Move to Buckland (The Banner)
July 4th Celebration – before
Equipment installed (1852)
 
Did they know the train was coming to the Buckland side ? or was it just a better location for more water power?
 



UNDER Manufacturing Continues to Expand

« 1854 Sargent & Foster Carriage & Sleighs

THE HILL 1860 Yile Lock

- 1862 H. S. Shepardson


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
1860 - 1870
16
Manufacturing continues to expand
 
  Yale Lock starts (1860



Busy-Busy-Busy

First Train Service 1867

Covered Bridge Destroyed 1869

AW N

15t Iron Bridge 1870

Train Service Arrives

Covered Bridge lost to Spring Freshet
15t Steel Bridge erected

Bridge Center Span Collapses (1873)


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Busy-Busy-Busy
Key Events 
Train Service 1867
Covered Bridge destroyed 1869 
1st Iron Bridge (1870) Fails (1873)

**Train Service** – one of the most significant  for Shelburne Falls– Goods and Services – support of manufacturing .



The Town of Shelburne Falls

March 2, 1868: To see if the Town will vote to petition the Legislature
to incorporate a new Town, comprising portions of the Towns of
Shelburne, Buckland and Charlemont or to unite the towns of
Shelburne and Buckland in one corporation to be called “Shelburne

Falls.”
Traditions Page 11

Voted: To pass over the article.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Town of Shelburne Falls
 Notes: 

Those in the community who are confused when it comes to defining Shelburne Falls, Shelburne, Buckland and Charlemont are not alone. In 1868 we had our chance to set the record straight and resolve the confusion. Alas it was not to be
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Bridge Street 
After 1871 – Before 1876
 
Notes:
Appears to be taken before the Buckland Fire but after the completion of the Brick Bank Block

Wood Nilman block - single story and looks like it could have been the old Post office building (reported as moving across the street)

The original “Brick building) still exists (will be replaced by the Stebbins Block)



RIDLEY’S DI
OF
BUSINESS

RECTORY
=S 1873

Edwin Baker Pharmacist
Hoyt’s Drug Store

L. M. Packard & Co.

G. G. Merrill

H. S. Swan & Co.

Mrs. S. H. Sawyer
Shelburne Falls House
]. K. Patch Studio

4 U8 Drug st@r
e

G. & J. F. HOYT, Proprietors,

Bridge Street, Shetburne Falls, Mass.

Drugs, Chemicals, Dye- Stuffs,

Puz'fumuries,i’réﬁ& Asticles,
Sponges, Bath Bruskes and Towels.
Trusses, Supporters and Shoulder Braces

*rrzED Ann nEramED.

S DRUG STORE.

H.S. SWAN & CO,,

On hand a complete stock of Furniture of

all kinds.

PARLOR SUITES,

CHAMBER SETS,
SPBNG BEDS

= TTRESSES,
ik WHAT.- NO’.I'S LOUNGES,

OFFIOE AND PARLOR DESKS.

GENERAL UNDERTAKERS :

Caskets, Coffins, and Burial Clothes,

Swan’s Block, Bridge Street,  Shelburne Falls, Mass,

AUV NIVIAS KM ENTS,

MRS. 8. H. SAWYER,
BOOKS, PERIUDICALS STATIONERY,

Fancy Goods, Toys, Perfumery,
Photograph and Autograph Alpums,

WRITING INKS AND ENVELOPES,

Dress Trimmings, Corsets, Hoop Skirts, ete.,
Agent for the BARRETT DYE HOUSE.
HOTEL BLOCK, BRIDGE STREET.

H.J. SAWYER,

esale and Retail Dealer in

kers and Cakes,

1 ,elburne Falls, Mass,



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Ridley’s Directory of Shelburne Falls 1873  
 
Notes: 
Hoyt’s Pharmacy – location unknown
Sawyer newsroom in Hotel	
 



B

Baker Block 1853

Spencer Block 1856

Hiller Bank Block 1858
Engine House & Lock-up 1869
Swan Block 1869

Ott-Hosley Block 1870
Knowlton Block 1871

8. Merrill-Richardson Block 1871

9. Brick Bank Block 1871

10. Couillard Block 1876

11. Wood Nilman Block (1878)

12. Silk Mill 1870

13. Brick Block 1818 - becomes Stebbins Block (1880)

Bridge Street 1853 to 1880


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Bridge Street
1853 to 1880
 
Dates Blocks added
 
Notes:	Need some help with Readability



Village View After 1871 - Before 1876

Credit David Jones, Essex, MA


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes



Bridge Street
After 1871 – Before 1876
 
	Before the Buckland fire of 1876
 
Maybe in the 1870’s looks like before the Buckland Fire of 1876


Bridge Street
- After 1878 & Before 1890
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Bridge St
 After 1878 – before 1890
 
After Buckland Fire (1876)
			
Wood-Nilman block now 2 	stories (1878)

	No new bridge (1890)
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Silk Mill 1870
		
Employed 80 mostly women



idge Street
After 1878 & Before 1890
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Bridge St
Same period as Slide 22
 
Same View as slide 22 – but later Shows Silk Mill
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Wade’s 1888 Directory Cover


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Wade’s 1888 Directory Cover
		
1877 Map 
Full Map Detail 
 



SHELBURNE FALLS
DIRECTORY
1383

Attorneys (2)
Apothecaries (2)

Baker (1)

Books - Stationary (2)
Boots & Show repair (4)
Clothing and Gents (3)
China and Glass Ware (4)
Dentists (2)

Dry and Fancy Goods (4)
Groceries (3)
Hairdressers (2)

Hats (2)

Lamps and Lanterns (5)
Lawyers (2)

Millinery and Fancy
goods (3)
Photographers (1)
Watches and Jewelry (2)

$SHELBURNE FALLS#

. AND—

@CHARLEMONTH



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Wade’s Directory
 
Summary of Businesses
Title Page

Drug stores – Bakers plus Bannisters
Patch was the only Photographer on Bridge


Shelburne Falls Directory 1888

WEEN

in Shelburme Fslls be sure and vigit

- W.TENIXS’ :
3Boot and Shoe Store.pe
- Will be glad to show you our Btock and if we! can suit
{10‘1 on styles and prices shall be pleased to trade with you.

arge Stock to select from. Our aim is to  keep the best of
in the We also sell the
i 2P



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Directory Advertisers
 
		Note:
	H.S. Swan had a branch store in 	Charlemont
 



Bridge St After 1893 Before 1897



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Bridge St.
After 1893 – Before 1897
 
		Notes: 
Great Photo of village

Vice Block visible 1893)
before Town Hall (1897)

Vice block visible – can’t see the bridge but it should be the current iron bridge
It appears to be after the Buckland Fire 1876


Iron Bridge Constructed 1890


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Iron Bridge
Built 1890
 



Suicide in Shelburne Falls.

Charles Raguse, about fifty years old,
ommitted suicide in Shelburne Falls
‘aturday by jumping into tne Deerfield
iver from the bridge connecting Shel-
burne and Buckland., The water is
high and Raguse was speedily carried
wer the cutlery dam. dfforts were
made to recover the body, but in vain.
Raguse was undoubtedly insane, Ie
had previously been an inmate of the
ieylum at Northampton. He was for-
merly employed iIn the Lamson &
roodnow cutlery, but of late had been
'mployed as a bricklayer. He leaves
v widow and four children.

= =



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Bridge Suicide
First documented suicide
 
North Adams Transcript Nov 21, 1898





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Wood-Nilman Block
		
Focus on Post Office with Edgar Innis
 
Notes: The lock boxes in the Post Office were in the shape of a “V”
 
There was no free delivery – last mail came in at 8:17 – bell would ring when the mail had been sorted – window curtain would go up and everybody would rush up to get their mail. Post Office moved out in 1908
 
In early 1900s another store was added to the east What would be Gypsy Apple.



CHANGE COMES
TO THE VILLAGE

1896 Trolley Arrives

1897 Electricity Available

1898 Heath Telephone Co
LL

Heath Telephone to Stay.

The stockholders of the Heath tele-
phone company at a meeting Monday
afternoon refused to agree to the prop-
osition of the New IEngland telephone
comipany to acquire possession of the
Heath exchange in Shelburne Falls.
Eighteen votes were cast, all one way.
By the proposition the Heath com-
pany was to withdraw from Shelburne
Falls and the New England company
from Colrain and Charlemont. The in-
struments of the II~2lth company
were to be taken out at Shelburne
Falls and the Bell instruments put in
in their stead, and they were to be
rented for $5 a year. It was expected
that the New England company would
be able to carry a few shares of stock
in the meeting yesterday.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Changes to the Village
Notes:    	 Trolley terminated on Bridge St. before the Trolley Bridge was built. Power to run the trolley came from just north of Shelburne Falls.  The site was known as Frankton
 
In 1897 a small generating plant was established just west of the Mayhew Co. It initially drew its energy straight from the Deerfield River, utilizing local water power to turn generators during the night to supply early incandescent streetlights and select downtown businesses.
 
The Heath Telephone Company MORE RESEARCH





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Bridge St 
After 1893 – Before 1897
 Notes:  Nice view down bridge st.

Wood-Nilman on left 
No Town Hall yet(1897) 
Vice Block (1893) 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Bridge St 
Before 1897
 
Looking uptown
Right Side:
Thayer – Haller – Ott-Hoseley – Stebbins (Hidden) – Vice –Wood/Nillman


1895 Bridge Street

|
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Schack Block Pratt Library
Schmidt Block
Memorial Hall
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Sanborn Map of Bridge St. 1895
 
Notes:  Bridge as we know it is almost complete. 
 
 Still missing :
 
	Schack Block(1922)
 Pratt Library (1913)
Schmidt Block (1907)
Memorial Hall (Built 1897)
Mention Street # Issues – 10 Bridge St now the liqueur Store not the 10 Bridge St. Cafe


March 1, 1897: To see if the Town will vote to build a Memorial Hall on land
located between Wood’s Block and Vice’s Block in the village of Shelburne
Falls, provided said land, free from all incumbrances, shall be deeded to the
Town by the owner or owners thereof, without any compensation or
consideration other than this, that the town shall obligate itself to furnish free
of charge to the organization of Grand Army men, composed of veterans of
the war of 1861-1865, and known as Ozro Miller Post, suitable rooms in said
hall to be used by said organization and its auxiliary bodies for the exercise
and promotion of the principles on which the order was founded, viz,
fraternity, charity, and loyalty, so long as the order shall have an existence in
the town of Shelburne, and no longer. (Voted to appropriate $15,000 for cost
of same.)

Traditions Page 12


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Memorial Hall
Town Meeting Vote March 1, 1897 to build
 
		Notes: 
Interesting info on the Grand Army men (1861-1865) – Ozro Miller Post.
 
Town still votes fund from the Ozro Miller Fund
 





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Memorial Hall
 
Foundation work
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Memorial Hall



Bridge Street
After 1897- Before 1907

3

") BRIDGE STREET, SHELBURNE FALLS, MASS.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
1900
44
Bridge St.
After 1897 – Before 1907
 
Note:  Don’t see the Schmidt Block (1907)



Drug Stores of Shelburne Falls

Hoyt’s Drug Store
1873

Location unknown

Scale qf Feet

1891 A. E. Esson’s

1894 Frank Wiswall
1904 W. C. Thompson
1939 March Pharmacy

F. W. Bannister’s
1877-1885
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H. O. Miller
Drugs, Medicines, Chemicals
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Drug Stores of Shelburne Falls
 
Notes:
 
 Baker’s – The original never relocated,
 
The Thayer Block has been home to at least 4 Pharmacies. The one  known by many would be the March Pharmacy.
 
F. W. Bannister (Younger brother of Emma [Bannister] Baker. He married Ada Swan). Ada at one time purchased the Chapman Block.  
 
INSERT DISCUSSION ON REGISTERED PHARMACIST
 
Vice Block Drug Store – Unknown only shown in 1895 and   becomes a Dry Goods store in 1905
 
Hoyt’s Drug Store – Unknown location
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Jacob Foster’s 1902 Winton Car


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
First Automobile
1902
Notes: 
 
1902 Winton Car – Jacob Foster – Photo by J.K. Patch May 21, 1902
 
Baily Clothing Center Chapman Block
 



1905 Bridge Street
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Sanborn Map
1905
 
Notes:
 
Couillard and Knowlton Blocks now labeled Stetson Block
 
Entire Block referred to as the Bank Block not the three separate units
 
Chapman/Davis Block now called Bardwell/Bannister 
 
 
Town Hall now relocated from Brick Bank Block- Arms Library relocates here as well.
Seating capacity in Hall 536
 
 Heath Telephone Co 2nd floor Stebbins Block
April 12, 1900 Town Granted – lines installed  by 1901
Moves to Ott-Hosley Block
 Later over to Buckland Side
June 13, 1930 buy-out New England Telephone
 
New England Telephone Co 2nd floor Brick Bank
Block Local Office consolidated with Heath   Telco 1930
Eventually switchboard automated on Cross St



Trolley Bridge Completed 1908



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Key Event
48
Trolley Bridge completed 1908
 
Notes: First direct connection to Buckland side



Schmidt Block 1906-07



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Schmidt Block completed 1906-07
	
Notes: 
Post office moves from Wood-Nilman 1907-08

 Schmidt operated a variety store in the west store
 



The Shelburne Falls
Post Office Story
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Shelburne Falls Post Office Story
 
Notes:
 
Next to Merrill Tavern (1832)
 
Next moves (across the Street) to single story Wood-Nilman Block (1870)
 
After Wood Nilman Block expanded occupied middle store front
 
1908 Moved to Schmidt Block
Confusing Fact  L. M Packard  Advertisement states he is located at 23 Bridge  St opposite the Post Office.  E.A. Stebbins Dentist is also at 23 Bridge





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Savings and National Banks 
ca 1910
 
Note:  Johnson & Son Undertaking left side of image.

E. A. Payne Dentist and Power Construction Co. Upstairs
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Spencer and Haller Blocks 
ca 1904
 
Notes:  
 
Fred Spencer operates Fred’s Dining Room along Deerfield Ave.
 
Charles Herring 5 & 10 Variety in the Haller Block.  Store was listed in 1904 but gone by 1912.


HALLER BLOCK
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A later view of the Haller Block
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Bridge Street
East 1913
 
Note: 
 Drug store on the west side of Thayer Block



PRATT MEMORIAL LIBRARY
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Pratt Memorial Library
Town Meeting Accepted 3 Nov 1914
 
Note:  
Final Location of Arms Library
 



The Arms Library Story
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Arms Library Story
 
Notes:
Arms Library Locations -	Established 1854
 
Bank Block 1871 With Town Hall (2 Places)
 
23 Bridge St  (1888) Wade’s 1888 Directory
 
Memorial Hall 1904
 
Pratt 1914		
 



MOHAWK TR AIL OFFICIALLY OPENS
914
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Key Event
59
Mohawk Trail Opens
1914
 
Notes:  
 
One of the most significant developments for Shelburne Falls.



WELCOME HOME PARADE
WORLD WAR |
September 16, 1919
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Welcome Home Parade
World War I
(Sept 16, 1919)
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Presentation Notes
Parade Participants
 
Notes:
Berkshire Bread
Shelburne Falls Messenger 
Unknown
 
Comment: Dating helped by E.M. Gould Grocer (1905) and NO building to the west (1922)



ANGELLO
VONOITTI

FRUIT DEALER
19121913 DIRECTORY

LOCATED

BETWEEN FOXTOWNE AND
SINGLEY’S ?

MYSTERY #
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Angello Vonotti Fruit Dealer
 
Notes:
 
Listed in the 1912-13 Shelburne Directory
 
Seriously question location Faxtowne building has no sofit overhang
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Jenks & Amstein
Footwear

agidill
F. E. Merrick
Clothing Store

W.A. Johnson
Furnishings & Undertaking

ca 1918
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Presentation Notes
Brick Bank Block
Ca 1918
 
Notes:
 
W. A. Johnson Furnishings & Funeral Home
F. E. Merrick Clothing
Jenk & Amstein (Boots and Shoes)
 
 
 
Insert Story about Ownership 



1920 Bridge Steet
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1920
65
Sanborn Map 1920
 
Notes:  
	
Schack Block – last major building

First of the Millworks to be demolished – Indicates Garage to be built

1921 1st street fire alarm box installed


Silk Mill Burns 1924

The Twenties

e Silk Mill Burns 1924

*  Blassberg Garage 1925

Blassberg Garage
1925
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Presentation Notes
The Twenties
 
Notes:
	
Silk Mill burns 1924 making more room beyond the planned removals for the Blassberg Garage.
 



SF & COLRAIN TROLLEY
ENDS - 1927

Photos courtesy SF Trolley Museum



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Key Event
67
SF & Colrain trolley
Ends 1927
Notes:
 
End of the Trolley leads to the Bridge of Flowers



The Under-Recognized Contribution of the SF & Colrain Trolley

Our intent is to give a glimpse of rural life at the turn of the twentieth century,
the importance of the Shelburne Falls and Colrain Street Railway, which
resulted in easier access to social activities at that time, and above all, one
example of a courtship of this era and the love that two people shared.

Courtesy Diantha, Martha, Wholey & Betsy (Wholey) Osell


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Letters From Maud
 
Note:
 
We sometimes forget the social, cultural influence that the trolley had on our regional population. If you haven’t seen this wonderful presentation, you should.
 



BRIDGE
FLOWE
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Key Event
69
Bridge Of Flowers
1929
 
Notes:
 
Do we really recognize how important to the future of the village, the Bridge of Flowers turned out to be?



1930s - The Depression Years

S|

ERrETs Ladies Attenfion

A ’I‘WO DAY SALE of Sensational Values
for Thrifty Shoppers

The Woman’s Shop, 35 Bridge Stree’c

SHELBURNE FALLS, MASS.

ORDERED SOLD
Sale Starts Friday, July 25th, at 900 a.m.

for Twwo Days Only
PRICES SMASHED WAY BELOW COST !!!

Hold :

Permit No.6

' Ladies GIVEN CORSETS
Silk Dresses $l““ AWAY PREB kb iae, -
G el Variety bf. FRIDAY MORN|NG Camp G‘"“ef etee

Patterns Half Price
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$5.95

Clip This Coupon-Its Worth$1.00.| | ——M |
It will be same aI- cash from the One Lot of Ladies’
0 ©|| CORSETS
ount of $5.00 o over on Friday morning, %
g THE WOMAN'S SHOP. 79c
Gloves Ladies Middy Blouses Ladms s:lmwmx Stockings
53"&“’”““ $1.95 | $1.50 vatue 800 loteonei 47¢c
’ ug away a1l you can—It will pay you ! 1LLIAS

Ladies Full Fashioned | Liadies or Childrens
Jackets or

= $1.45
Childrens
Dresses

$2.00 value

Ladies Lisle
Stockings
2

The Woman’s Shop

Shepherd Yarns| 292\ Stocki e Betsey Benton
ud "‘"Handkerchlefs i ‘and value A

ting Cards ofAll jos [ —— o GhlldrensSﬂk&Wm]‘
Gr!'ee 1 Ggom‘ :(tm s, Etc. s ; ad s Stocklngg
: 1c 2 lue c |
Half’ Price|oms : {00 e = Phois & Advertsement: @otresy
: elter =
e e | U0 Praf) BONRS (B Advertement courtey
e "ifi’ os-mniay night at any old price—let nothing e Ever
| h:-':v:;: ymlyfrom being on hand early Friday, morning!!!
: -,s Friday ‘and Saturday

| 1y
For TWO DAY'S (e 35 Bridge Street
rhe YA omMAan’s SIOP shcburne Falls, Mast
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1930
71
The Depression Years
1930
 
Notes:
	
“The Woman’s Shop” – a casualty – ordered sold – 25 July 1930. Betsey Benton Sue Samoriski’s Grandmother
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Until it became part of the Shelburne Falls Super Market — soon to be reopened as the
Keystone Market — the east half of that space was The Monroe Stores, Inc., a “dry goods”
establishment. In 1930, about when this photo was taken, Leslie Edmonston and his
brother Charles, both from Wollaston, worked in the store and boarded in town. The -
photo was given to Mrs. Edmonston’s late husband around 1985 by Ruth and Al Monroe.
Mr. Monroe is the son of the owner of the Monroe Stores. T A T
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Presentation Notes
The Monroe Stores
1930
 
Notes:
	
East side of Shelburne Hotel – Helps to date when the first floor was lowered.  Must have been before 1930.  Still a real question.
 
Before Shelburne Falls Market East side
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F. E. Innis
1939
 
Notes:
 
Clothing and Furnishings 39 Bridge St. (Stebbins Block) Lost to Fire.
 
1939 to at least 1951 – 39 bridge street Stebbins Block (lost to fire) �East side of block
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MARCH PHARMACY

1939 - 1951
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March’s Pharmacy
1939
 
Notes:
 
	
Located at 15 Bridge St. – Closed in 1951



Ny e,

o
o -

COLUMBIA FRUIT STORE
46 BRIDGE ST
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Columbia Fruit Store
1939
 



Schack Electric

17 Bridge Street
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Schack Electric
1939
 
 
Notes:
 
	17 Bridge Street



G. H. Crown

Bridge Street
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G. H. Crown
1939
 
Note:
 
Listed as located a 992 Bridge St. Obviously NOT

Reported as 22 Bridge 1941/42 Directory
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1940
79
Bridge Street
1940
Notes:
	
First National Store located on the east side of Chapman Block before moving to the Shelburne House.



1940 Bridge Street
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Sanborn Map
1940
	
Notes:
	
	The last Sanborn Map of Bridge Street
 
	Bridge St. is now as complete as it will be
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World War II
War Bond Rally
 
Notes:
	Good view of 	Ott-Hosley			Stebbins
		Vice 			Memorial Hall			Wood Nilman			Swan



£
=
=
.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
World War II
War Bond Rally
 
Notes: 
	Baker
	Shelburne House
	1st Nat’l  Store			Bank 			Merrill			Brick Bank
 
First National Store now located east side Shelburne House – After 1946 ????
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World War II
War Bond Rally
 
Notes:
 
	Brick Bank Block

Gould’s - Groceries – 26 Bridge
 
P.R. Joyce - Hats -24 Bridge

G. H. Crown  - Clothing– 22 Bridge
 



WINTER BRIDGE ST.

ca 1940
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Bridge Steet Winter
ca 1940
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BRIDGE ST

ca 1946
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85
Bridge Street
ca 1946



Bridge Street
ca 1955
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1950
87
Bridge Street
ca 1955
 
Notes:
New bank puts this after 1954
		
No Trees



BRIDGE ST

Circa 1955
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Bridge Street
ca 1955
 
Notes:
Still 2 grocery stores in Hotel Block
 
Kinsmore next to Baker’s

Note SF Super Market now on West Side


Chapman Block to Bank Construction
1952-1954
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89
Chapman Block – Bank Construction
1952-1954
 
 
Notes:	First major change to the look of Bridge Street in 32 years.
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1960
92
Brick Bank Block
ca 1960
 
 
	After the By-Pass re-routed traffic



1978-2025

North Bridge St
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North Bridge Steet
1978-2025
 
 
Comparison block by block
 
Slides 94 to 105
 



Bridge Steet

<~ 1950

2025
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Schack Block

4 Bridge Steet

1978

2025
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Knowlton Block

10 Bridge Street

2025




Couillard Block

20 Bridge Street

2025 >




Brick Bank Block

22-26 Bridge Street

1978

2025
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Merrill Block

28 Bridge Street

2025



Bank Block

30 Bridge Street

2025
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Hotel Block

46-50 Bridge Street

<~ 1978
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Baker Block

52-54 Bridge Street
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2025




Chapman Block

56 Bridge Street

1978

2025
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Blassberg’s Garage

90 Bridge Street

1978

A\ 4

2025




1978-2025

South Bridge St
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South Bridge Steet
1978-2025
 
Comparison block by block
 
Slides 107 to 117



Schmidt Block

3-7 Bridge Street
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Thayer Block

9-17 Bridge Street

2025
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Haller Block

19-23 Bridge Street

1978

2025




Ott-Hosely Block

25’31 Bl‘ldge Street
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Stebbins Block

33-41 Bridge Street

2025
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Vice Block

43 Bridge Street




Memorial Hall

51 Bridge Street




Wood-Nilman Block

53-63 Bridge Street
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Swan Block

69-73 Bridge Street

1978
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e 1N12@TA Engine House
G A M 69-73 Bridge Street
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2025




So Long
That’s all Folks
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John Phelan, CC BY 3.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0>, via Wikimedia Commons
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